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We have found that  a subst i tuted 2 ,3-dihydrothieno[3,2-b]pyrrole  (I) is fo rmed  in 50~ yield in the r e -  
duction of a mix tu re  of phenylazoacetoacet ic  e s t e r  and 3-thiophenone with zinc dust in acetic acid.  The 
dehydrogenation of I with chlorani l  gives thieno [3 ,2-b]pyrrole  (II), which is an i s o s t e r e  of indole. 

The known 2 - e t h y l - 4 - m e t h y l - 5 - c a r b e t h o x y p y r r o l e  (III) [1] is obtained in the desulfurat ion of I with 
Raney nickel .  The p roposed  synthetic route  makes  it poss ib le  to obtain th ieno[3,2-bJpyrroles  that  do not 
have subst i tuents  in the thiophene r ing.  
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2 ,3 -Dihydro-5 -ca rbe thoxy-6-methy l th ieno[3 ,2 -b ]pyr ro le  (D. This  compound was obtained in 50~ 
yield and had mp 150-151~ (from methanol) .  Found,~c: C 56,9; H 6.3; N 6.4; S 15.2. C10H13NO2S. Ca lcu-  
lated,%: C 56.8; H 6.2; N 6.6; S 15.2. 

5 -Carbe thoxy-6-methy l th ieno[3 ,2 -b]pyr ro le  (II). This  compound was obtained in 63% yield and had 
mp 140-141 ~ (from methanol) .  Found,%: C 57.3; H 5.4; N 6.7; S 15.4. CIoHllNO2 S. Calculated,Z:  C 57.3; 
H 5.3; N 6.7; S 15.3. When II was heated with Raney nickel,  III with mp 73-74 ~ [1] was obtained in 78~c yield.  
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